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Module 3:  Should we apologise for the British Empire? 

Case Study: William Wilberforce and the abolition of slavery 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Level 3: 

 You will identify who William Wilberforce was and when he lived 
 You will be able to say what abolition of the slave trade was and when it happened 
 

Level 4: 
 You will describe Wilberforce’s life in detail (use the 5Ws) and what he believed about slavery 
 You will begin to explain how abolition came about 
 

Level 5: 
 You will be able to explain Wilberforce’s beliefs about slavery using key ideas 
 You will be able to explain why some people campaigned to abolish slavery 
 You will explain the legacy of the slave trade 
 

Level 6: 
 You will be able to explain in detail all of the above using key words in a well presented project 
 You will be able to explain your opinion of the legacy of the slave trade and abolition 

 
Hand in date: 

Week 1 
 
 

William Wilberforce 
 You will research his life, background and beliefs 
 Write a fact file of 10 key facts about him 

Week 2 
 

The Zong Massacre (1781) 
 You will research the Zong Massacre 
 Write a short newspaper article (15 lines) explaining what happened and what you can 

learn from this about attitudes towards slaves 

 
Week 3 

The Campaign for Abolition of the Slave Trade 
 Research one black campaigner for the abolition of the slave trade (ask your teacher 

for some suggestions for names e.g. Olaudah Equiano) 
 How did they campaign for abolition, and what was their importance to the campaign?  
 Sum up their contribution to ending the trade in 100 words 
 

 
Week 4 

 

The Legacies of the Slave Trade and Slavery 
 Produce a poster illustrating the legacies of the slave trade – both positive and 

negative. 
 Include a paragraph explaining your opinion on the trade’s legacies – what does the slave 

trade mean to you? 
 

Your task:  To complete a project on Britain’s role in ending the slave trade and its legacy for us today 
 
How you will do this:  Each week you will complete a piece of homework which you will add into your 
project folder. At the end of the module you will hand in your completed project folder to be marked – the 
more effort you put in the better! 
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