English 2011-12

Subject Leader: josie.matthews@lambeth-academy.org
	Term
	The Year 8 Curriculum
	How you can support learning at home eg books, websites, family learning visits

	Autumn


	Module 1

· Sports Unit

Reading and writing  focus.  Students develop reading and writing skills through looking at a number of non-fiction sport related texts.


	A number of Reading resources / tasks are available at:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks3bitesize/english/reading/ind
ex.shtml


	
	Module 2

· Macbeth

Reading focus on Shakespeare’s Macbeth.  Particular focus on the language used and the effect it has on the reader.
	Macbeth plot summaries are available at:

  http://www.sparknotes.com/shakespeare/macbeth 

Students can also find lots of information at:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Macbeth


	Spring


	Module 3

· Documentary Films

Writing focus.  Students use a variety of documentary films to inspire writing.
	   Use youtube to look at the examples of documentary                   

   films your child is studying in class.  For example,     

   Supernanny, Touching the Void etc.



	
	Module 4

· War Poetry

Reading focus.  Students access modern and historical poetry with a particular focus on context
	There are excellent resources available at:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/worldwarone/
Students are given access to a number of different historical sources and there are tasks and games on the site.

A visit to the Imperial War Museum would be a good way of supporting students. More information is available at: http://www.iwm.org.uk/


	Summer


	Module 5

· Short Stories: Suspense

Focus on reading and writing skills.  Students access short stories from across the literary heritage and work on reading for meaning and producing their own texts.

	If students have enjoyed the stories during this module, they should check out short stories by the master of suspense – Roald Dahl. There are various collections of his short stories available from most libraries.



	
	Module 6

· Food Unit

Focus on reading and writing skills.  Non fiction texts used to practice exam skills.


	Use the KS3 BBC Bitesize website to focus on technical accuracy.  It is particularly important for students to be able to use a wide range of sentence structures.



